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Sanibel single family homes year-to-date for 2020 unit sales 
were up 19% (196 versus 165 last year). Sanibel average single 
family home values year to date 2020 are down 2% ($948,212 
versus $962,822 last year). Sanibel 2020 year-to-date listing 
inventory is down slightly (2% - 449 verses 456 a year ago) but 
not enough to cause concern. 
Captiva year-to-date unit sales for single family homes were 
up (42% 17 versus 12 a year ago).  Captiva average single family 
home values 2020 are up 8% $2,995,411 versus $2,777,546 a
year ago.  Captiva 2020 current listing inventory is up 18%
(80 versus 68 a year ago). 
Sanibel 2020 year-to-date building lots sold are up (2 verses 0 
a year ago), although that is not disturbing since there are so few 
lots to sell. 
The picture of the island real estate market is amazing and very 
resilient and is still holding its own. The demand is certainly 
there and this will all boil down to how quickly the United States 
re-opens for business and finds a vaccine for the COVID-19 
virus.
   The factors affecting the Sanibel & Captiva 
markets both good and bad are:
• Mortgage rates are the lowest ever (under 
3%).  This is amazing!
• Weather and water quality have been
wonderful so far.  
Whether you are buying, selling, or
looking for a vacation rental, remember 
David Schuldenfrei, the Island pro is here for 
you! He has over 44 years of successful
Sanibel & Captiva Islands marketing and 
sales experience which has been
acknowledged by his clients, customers and 
colleagues. Call him and see for yourself.
The Islands still have a shortage of quality, 
properly priced sales listings.  If you are a 
potential Seller of Sanibel or Captiva prop-
erty please call David and let him guide you 
through the process of selling your Island 
slice of paradise.

WOW – THE SANIBEL/CAPTIVA REAL ESTATE MARKET
IS SHOWING JUST HOW RESILIENT IT STILL IS!

David L. Schuldenfrei
Realtor®, CRS, GRI, SCIS

Selling the Islands for 
more than 40 years.

not seen a large number of price reductions that would begin 
to affect pricing. If you are a contrarian, watch the market on 
my website – www.Schuldenfrei.com – regularly as there
will certainly be some deals showing up as we progress 
through the fall & into the winter 2021 high season. If you 
are looking for a specific type of property, please call or email 
me what you are looking for and I will be sure to notify you 
of any properties that meet your requirements the day they 
come on the market. Interest rates are lower than they have 
ever been. It is a great time to be a Buyer of Sanibel or Captiva 
Real Estate.    
Sanibel 2020’s year-to-date condo unit sales are actually 
up 17% (118 verses 101 a year ago). Sanibel 2020’s  year-to-
date condo average sale prices are up 8% ($718,583 versus 
$667,163 a year ago). Sanibel 2020’s year-to-date condo 
current listing inventory is up slightly (19%) but not enough 
to cause concern.  
Captiva condo 2020’s year-to-date condo unit sales are 
up slightly (24 verses 21 a year ago). Captiva condo 2020’s  
year-to-date average sale prices down 20% ($830,710 versus 
$1,038,571 a year ago). Captiva 2020 current listing inventory
is up slightly, 15% but not enough to cause concern
(99 now versus 86 a year ago).

The third quarter of 2020 Real 
Estate sales numbers are in. The 
COVID-19 virus has actually 
helped the residential
condominium and private home 
market break sales records for 
September 2020. Not so much for 
the Vacation Rental condominium 
market due to the uncertainty of 
the rental income stream. So far 
the market is showing signs that 
it will rebound quickly as people 
begin to feel more comfortable in 
traveling. Time will tell.  
We actually have an extremely low 
inventory of sales listing! We have 



WARN CHILDREN ABOUT POWER LINES
Let’s alert our children to the dangers of electric equipment. During the COVID-19 lock-down, playing outside is the optimal 
open air activity to relieve our kids of cabin fever. But send them out with some words of caution about power lines. Here are some 
pointers to keep them safe:
• Never climb trees near power lines, even if they don’t look like they are touching. Climbing limbs can pull them downward and 
dangerously closer to a nearby line.
• Keep kites and remote controlled flying toys away from power lines. If one of these toys gets stuck near a line, call the electric
company for help rather than try to retrieve it yourself.
• Never fly kites or toy airplanes if you think a thunder storm is brewing to avoid lightning strike.
• Never play or climb on electrical poles, towers, utility equipment, or substations. This equipment may carry high voltage which is 
lethal. 
For help or questions, call Lee County Electric Company at 239-656-2300 or www.lcec.net.

MANY NOW WORK REMOTELY
The world has turned to remote work as a result of COVID-19. 
As home offices become the norm, electric bills are on the rise.  
Here are some great tips to keep your electric costs down: 
• Power down the computer when not in use, or at least switch 
to sleep mode. The average cost for keeping an LCD screen 
desktop computer on 24/7 is $89/year, whereas sleep mode 
would be $20/year.  As a rule, power off the monitor if away 
from the desk more than 20 minutes. Or power off the computer
and monitor if away for more than 2 hours.
• Trade out your desktop for a laptop which uses substantially 
less electricity.
• Look for the Energy Star logo when purchasing electronics.  
More tips can be found at LCEC.net’s “Energy Efficiency” Tab.

NEW WATER CONSERVATION 
ORDINANCE

Sanibel continues
to conserve water
and reduce plastics
in the environment.
Effective September
18th new city 
ordinances limit 
the use of treated 
water for irrigation
to only twice a 
week and this 
will apply all year 

long.  (Odd property addresses Monday & Thursdays, even 
addresses Tuesday & Fridays). Also, no irrigation between
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. There are some necessary exemptions such 
as extra watering following installation of new lawns. There 
is no limitation on use of reclaimed water.  Additionally, as 
of October 1st, plastic bags are no longer an approved means 
of containerizing yard and horticulture waste. Polyethelene 
plastic bags contaminate mulch and compost. Biodegradable 
paper lawn and leaf bags are now required.
More information at https://www.mysanibel.com/De-
partments/City-Manager-s-Office/News/TWO-IMPORT-
ANT-DEADLINES-APROACH-AS-CITY-OF-SANI-
BEL-CONTINUES-WATER-CONSERVATION-EF-
FORTS-REDUCING-PLASTICS-IN-OUR-ENVIRON-
MENT-Details-Attached.

IT WAS A “WALL CLOUD”
September 13th at 6:05 p.m., the National Weather Service
issued a tornado warning for Sanibel. From the Sanibel 
Causeway, an impressive “Wall Cloud” could be seen just off 
shore with circular activity typical of tornado events.
Fortunately, no tornados resulted on the island and the City of 
Sanibel thanked its citizens and visitors for swiftly taking heed 
of this weather alert. From September 5th to the 14th Sanibel 
received 20.47 inches of rainfall which left many of our roads 
and the causeway islands with light flooding and some pretty 
enormous puddles. In that time frame, the passing of Tropical 
Storm Sally and its associated rain bands was the major rain 
producer. 

OYSTER REEF RESTORATION
The San Cap
Conservation Society
marine lab has 
launched a new web 
page detailing their 
Sanibel area oyster 
reef restoration
work. The lab 
conducts routine 
monitoring of oyster 
reef health, performs 
targeted research on
specific oyster
attributes and has
restored a dozen 
reefs.  Visit the new 
page on line and 
learn all about area 
oyster reef habitat.  
Never a dull day at 
SCCF!
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/57d31a8a039448b18a-
f5ad7bfb8106f9

2ND ANNUAL 
PAUL MCCARTHY LECTUREThe legendary oceanographer Dr. SylviaEarle will be hosted by The Sanibel-CaptivaConservation Foundation on February 7that the Community House. Earle was nameda "Hero for the Planet" by Time Magazine in1998. An in-residence explorer for NationalGeographic since 1998, she will share herknowledge and perspective on the future ofSouthwest Florida's waterways. Mission Blueis a global coalition in which Earle leadsthe mission to bring public awareness andsupport for a worldwide network of protectedareas called "Hope Spots" with Florida's GulfCoast being named one of the "Hope Spots".The McCarthy Lecture Series was conceivedby the Boler family to honor Paul McCarthy,founder of Captiva Cruises as well as activepresence on the Islands for many years.
Tickets to attend can be purchased at www.eventbrite.com/
ADAPTIVE TRICYCLES AT 
ANNUAL GRAMPY'S 
PRO-AMRobbie's Riders Grampy's Charities and SanibelCaptiva Community Bank have presentedadaptive tricycles to Southwest Florida childrenfor the third consecutive year. The 2019 eventraised over $100,000.00 to benefit the RonaldMcDonald House Charities of SouthwestFlorida. Three children were selected to receivecustom tricycles that will assist with generalstrengthening, new proprioceptive sensoryinput and improve reciprocal coordination withlegs. With the help of the tricycles, the childrencan now participate in activities with � · I Itheir families and •· �, .. their peers alongwith enjoying thechildhood experienceof riding a bike.
To learn more aboutadaptive tricyclesVlSlt sancapbank.com/ robbies-ridersgrampys-charitiesand-sanibel-captiva- V community-bank- __ _,_
present-custom -made-adaptive-tricycles-tolocal-special-needs-children-2/

www.Schuldenfrei.com 

- CURRENT LISTINGS -

HOUSES: 1743 Venus Drive- 4 bedroom direct deep water Gulf access
updated east end home $1,599,000 tinyurl.com/vl78zn2

1480 Middle Gulf Drive - Exquisite 4 bedroom canal view house 
across from the beach $1,650,000 tinyurl.com/thh6ols 

731 Durion Court- 3 bedroom 2 bath house with
long lake views $737,000 tinyurl.com/ydtnkmSS

CONDOS: Cyprina Beach 1 - freestanding 3 bedroom 3 bathGulffront condo $1,395,000 tinyurl.com/sgef9y3
Atrium 103 - spacious 2 bedroom, 2 bath + den condo with expansive Gulf and pool views $1,299,900 tinyurl.com/ qqjv8y7

Sanddollar AIOI - 2 bedroom 2 bath Gulffront tastefully updated unit $1,250,000 tinyurl.com/rnmfp33
Sanddollar C202 - 3 bedroom 2 bath Gulffront unit withgreat rental history $1,300,000 tinyurl.com/sxcwdxp

Pointe Santo E-24- 3 bed 2 bath Gulffront beauty that allows weekly rentals $1,425,000 tinyurl.com/umglq9z
Pointe Santo C-45 - 3 bed 2 bath Gulfivew immaculate unitwith rooftop sundeck $1,200,000 tinyurl.com/tlqsbel

Pointe Santo E-23 - Unique 2 bed 2 bath+ den and sweeping Gulf views $980,000 tinyurl.com/wn46fsa
Pointe Santo A-1- 2 bedroom 2 bath Gulfview condowith side patio $875,000 tinyurl.com/w7p9yem 

Pointe Santo D-3 - 2 bedroom 2 bath handicap friendly Gulfview condo$690,000 tinyurl.com/yx416ouw
Pointe Santo C-4 - 1 bedroom 1 bath meticulously updatedGulfview unit $585,000 tinyurl.com/sl95ayc UNDER Pointe Santo C-2 - 2 bed 2 bath ground floor unit$ 765,000 CONTRACT

LAND: 5821 Pine Tree Drive - Large double canal lot with dock on the secluded west end of Sanibel $439,000 tinyurl.com/yjahmmz9
2019 4TH QUARTER MARKET SUMMARY 

SANIBEL CAPTIVA 
2018 2019 2018 2019 

865 858 1,228 2,800
675 585 830 900
101 72 19 8

Median Sale Price  Single FamilyCondo
Sold Listings 
YTD
New Listings 
YTDSingle FamilyCondo

209 225 33 44 

*Bayou, Canal, Roosevelt Channel and Lake **Near beach, inlandSource: Market Activity Report and Monthly Statistic Report VIP Realty Group, Inc. 

800.553.7338 x227 I DavidS@Schuldenfrei.com 
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DING DARLING DAY 
POSTPONED
The 32nd annual “Ding” Darling Day at 
the refuge has been postponed to Tuesday, 
December 1st in conjunction with its 75th 
anniversary celebration. Originally set for 
October 18th, the event was postponed due 
to safety concerns from COVID-19 spread.  
Safety precautions and social distancing will 
be given due attention for this outdoor event.  
Planning is still underway to make this year’s 
extra special 75th anniversary a great day for 
all. The US Fish Game and Wildlife Service, 
Tarpon Bay Explorers, and Ding Darling 
Wildlife Society-Friends of the Refuge are 
co-sponsors of Ding Darling Day. Admission 
to Wildlife Drive will be free that day. Visit 
www.dingdarlingdays.com for updates on 
the event schedule. 

SANIBEL COMMUNITY 
LOOKING OUT FOR EACH 
OTHER 
Island neighbors continue to help each other 
during the COVID-19 crisis. The community
assistance organization, FISH of San Cap, 
reports that “the generosity of islanders has 
been almost overwhelming. Our phones were 
ringing off the hook with offers to help and 
donations to assist in our relief efforts. People 
have even been donating their stimulus check 
money to help their neighbors who they feel 
need it more … the spirit of community and 
giving is a hallmark of Sanibel and Captiva – 
our neighbors are unmatched in their
determination to make these islands better 
each day… We’ve heard from volunteers that 
helping their neighbors has been a bright spot 
in a dark period.” Can we say we are surprised? 
If you ask me, this is the Island community we 
have known and loved all along. For
information about FISH’s community
outreach go to www.fishofsancap.org. 

NEW RECYCLING RULE
I’m sure you have mastered “Recycling
101” and now the City of Sanibel is sending us
a new directive to test our resolve. In an effort 
to minimize plastic waste, the city is asking 
that we no longer use plastic bags to collect 
yard waste or recyclable items. The plastic
bags hinder the recycling process and sabotage 
the composting cycle. The city is helping us
adjust by distributing biodegradable paper 
yard waste bags (10 per person) available for 
pick up at the City of Sanibel building located 
on Dunlop Road. Let’s step up to the new
directive and make Sanibel a leader in
reducing plastic waste. 

2020 3rd Quarter (Year to Date) Market Summary

840,000     755,000               1,812,500    2,500,000 
590,000    652,000    750,000       570,000

   165       196         12            17 
   101       118         21            24  

  2019       2020                2019        2020

   456       449        68            80
   259       307        86            99            

WATERFRONT HOUSES:
731 Durion Ct – 3 bedroom 2 bath near Beach pool home with long lake views – 

$737,000  https://tinyurl.com/y2rfrzpu

1743 Venus Dr – Spectacular 4 bedroom 3.5 bath Direct access canal front pool 
home.  Watch  the Dolphins and Manatees play here – $1,599,0000

https://tinyurl.com/y3huceza

WEEKLY RENTAL CONDOMINIUMS: 
Loggerhead Cay 192 – 2 bed 2 bath Corner unit with exceptional Gulf views – 

$719,000  https://tinyurl.com/ybd8ewwz

Ocean’s Reach 1C1 – 2 bedroom two bath Gulf Front ground floor walkout. 
Looking for a Cash Cow? This one has a tremendous rental history – $899,000  

https://tinyurl.com/yywnccwx

Pointe Santo C-4 – 1 bedroom 1 bath Meticulously updated ground floor Gulf 
view unit – $585,000 – Excellent rental history  https://tinyurl.com/sl95ayc

Pointe Santo A-1 – 2 bedroom 2 bath ground floor walkout with a great Gulf 
view. Very popular rental location – $875,000  https://tinyurl.com/yj4vwu9o

Pointe Santo A-31 – 2 bedroom 2 bath Gulf view third floor updated condo. Su-
per rental history of repeat customers – $949,000  https://tinyurl.com/y6z65ugn

Pointe Santo E-23 – 2 bedroom 2 bath Den Gulf view second floor beauty.  Only 
one unit back from beach front – $899,000  https://tinyurl.com/yfqmmzex

Pointe Santo C-45 – 3 bedroom 2 bath Penthouse with private rooftop sundeck.  
Sweeping panoramic Gulf views – $1,200,000  https://tinyurl.com/y51my8da

Sanddollar A-101 – 2 bedroom 2 bath Gulf front recently updated to the highest 
standards condo – $1,250,000  https://tinyurl.com/yk2zmzod

Sanddollar C202 – 3 bedroom 2 bath Gulf front second floor.  Excellent rental 
history – $1,300,000  https://tinyurl.com/sxcwdxp

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING SITES: 
5821 Pine Tree Drive – Large double direct access canal lot with dock on the 

secluded west end of Sanibel – $439,000  https://tinyurl.com/yjahmmz9

– CURRENT EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS –



DID YOU KNOW? The Sanibel Public Library has a variety of programs and activities including a vast display of sea shells. Nearly 100 pieces from a Victorian antique shell art collection by Jeffrey P. Oths who has been a resident of Sanibel since 2003 can be viewed by the library's main entrance. In addition to Oths shell display you will also find a 100 plus shell collection by Bob and Cookie Dugger who retired to Sanibel and built cottages on West Gulf Drive in the late S0's. Over 40 Christmas ornaments from the White House Historical Associations Official Christmas Ornament Collection that dates back to the early 1980's owned by Don Lambrix are on display as well. For information about weekly programs and activities please visit sanlib.org/ 

SEE WHAT A DIFFERENCE 
A DAVE MAKES! 
David   Schuldenfrei  is  a  professional  businessman  who has 
chosen to use his skills in the real estate market. He has been 
practicing real estate on Sanibel and Captiva Islands for longer 
than anyone else. During this time he has earned the highest 
realtor status, Broker, as well as all professional
designations - CRS, GRI, SCIS.  He has been an
admired market leader whose success is
acknowledged by his customers, clients and
colleagues and helped make the VIP Realty
Group the best agency on the island by popular
vote for the past six years. Call him and see how
much he cares about what he does and  how he
does it. You'll be  glad  you did! 

SHELL MUSEUM OPEN FOR 
BUSINESS AGAIN! 

• 

The Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum on Sanibel Island has reopened after eight months of renovation work. Most of the museum is open to visitors however the new aquariums will not be ready for viewing until late March. Until then visitors are able to enjoy many new activities such as one of the new traveling exhibits from the Paly Foundation, "Coral Reefs: Nurseries of the Sea." To learn more about what the Shell Museum has to offer visit www. shellmuseum.org/ 

LET DAVID HELP YOU 
WITH HIS SPECIAL 
SERVICES. MLS NOTIFICATION - We'll notify you the same day a property comes on the market that meets your needs. 
PRICING -We'll help you price your property by preparing a report showing what other like properties have sold for. 
GOPHER ENTERPRISES - We'll find the perfect place for you to rent. Just let us know what you need and we will deliver it to you - guaranteed. 
Gopher@Gopherrental.com - 800 794-3107 
CALL HIM OR GO TO HIS 
HELPFUL WEBSITES -Office: 239.472.5187 x227 I 1.800.553.7338 x227 Home: 239.466.0514 I FAX: 239.437.7543 Address: VIP Realty Group, Inc. 1560 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL 33957 E-Mail: DavidS@Schuldenfrei.comWebsites: www.Schuldenfrei.com Gopher Rental.com 

Discover the Difference A Dave Makes• "Your Best Interest Is My Only Business" 

RUNNING ACROSS AMERICA
A Sanibel resident, Bill 
Zembrodt, set out on a 
mission to run 50
marathons in 50 states 
before he turned 50! It all 
started with an impromptu
challenge by a sales
associate 20 years ago and his wife’s acceptance of that
challenge before he could stop her!  Despite never having run 
a marathon, Zembrodt ran his first marathon in Hawaii and 
the rest is history. Mission accomplished with medals to prove it!

BOBCAT SIGHTING
Sanibel Residents, Paul and Christie Borthwick, reported 
sighting a beautiful male bobcat while walking home from a 
beach walk on April 24th. Paul said after making eye contact 
the cat initially moved away then stopped to get a look right 
back at them. The bobcat was visibly panting on that hot 
spring morning but sat still long enough for Paul to take off 
his backpack, take out his camera and get some great pics.  
Shortly afterwards he disappeared into a natural area behind 
a house. That’s what I call a “model” citizen bobcat. Only on 
Sanibel – what a great place to be!

WELCOME SHELLCAST!

If you are a podcast fan, you’re going to love Shellcast, a 
podcast about Sanibel and Fort Myers beaches. Wherever 
in the world you are, you can soak up some virtual sun with 
sounds of waves, beach birds, and interviews with the locals.  
Launched on June 23rd, the first 3 episodes include interviews 
with Captain Brian Holloway from “Captain Brian on the 
Water,” the 2020 Burrowing Owl Festival’s Cape Coral Friends 
of Wildlife members, and a walk on Sanibel Beach with
Dorrie Hipschman, director of the Bailey’s Matthews
National Shell Museum. Tune in and feel some beach magic 
melt away all your troubles! Shellcast can be accessed at
www.fortmyers-sanibel.com as well as most major podcast 
outlets such as iHeart Radio or Spotify. 
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 2019 Q4 MARKET REPORT
 SANIBEL STATS Q4

CAPTIVA STATS Q4

MEDIAN SALE PRICE

*Source: Sanibel & Captiva Islands Association of REALTORS® Multiple Listing Service as of October 15,
2019. The Association nor its MLS guarantees or is in any way responsible for its accuracy. Data maintained by

the Association or its MLS may not reflect all real estate activity in the market.

Single Family

Listings Sold         44

Total Sold Volume       $40,515,000

Average Sale Price     $920,795

Median Sale Price    $757,000

Average Days on Market     146

List to Sell Price Ratio     93%

New Listings                      144

Condo

Listings Sold         26

Total Sold Volume       $20,804,350

Average Sale Price           $800,167

Median Sale Price    $685,000

Average Days on Market     169

List to Sell Price Ratio     95%

New Listings                        83

NEW LISTINGS

Single Family

Listings Sold             3

Total Sold Volume           $4,757,000

Average Sale Price             $1,585,666

Median Sale Price           $1,600,000

Average Days on Market       414

List to Sell Price Ratio       93%

New Listings           20

Condo

Listings Sold             8

Total Sold Volume           $8,265,250

Average Sale Price            $1,033,156

Median Sale Price              $489,000

Average Days on Market       208

List to Sell Price Ratio              96%

New Listings           15

LISTINGS SOLD

Median Sale Price YTD

2019 YTD

Serving the Islands for over 40 years
About real estate on Sanibel and Captiva  •  Going to 7,000 local property owners and 15,000 Northern visitors

Schuldenfrei REPORT
The

 2020 Q3 MARKET REPORT
 SANIBEL STATS Q3

CAPTIVA STATS Q3

MEDIAN SALE PRICE

*Source: Sanibel & Captiva Islands Association of REALTORS® Multiple Listing Service as of October 15, 2020.
The Association nor its MLS guarantees or is in any way responsible for its accuracy. Data maintained by the

Association or its MLS may not reflect all real estate activity in the market.

Residential

Listings Sold         90

Total Sold Volume       $77,797,468

Average Sale Price             $864,416

Median Sale Price            $755,000

Average Days on Market     164

List to Sell Price Ratio     94%

New Listings                       66

Condo

Listings Sold         41

Total Sold Volume       $28,399,225

Average Sale Price    $692,664

Median Sale Price    $715,000

Average Days on Market     208

List to Sell Price Ratio     95%

New Listings                        50

NEW LISTINGS

Residential

Listings Sold           5

Total Sold Volume       $12,025,000

Average Sale Price           $2,405,000

Median Sale Price         $2,500,000

Average Days on Market     226

List to Sell Price Ratio     88%

New Listings           6

Condo

Listings Sold         10

Total Sold Volume         $7,837,050

Average Sale Price             $783,705

Median Sale Price            $387,500

Average Days on Market     173

List to Sell Price Ratio            93%

New Listings         13

LISTINGS SOLD

 Median Sale Price YTD

2020 YTD


